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SUBJECT: SECURITY OE USIS OFEICER, DAVAO 

REF: STATE I68052-C (NOTA); MANILA I00I5-C (NOTAL 
STATE I72954-C (NOTAL) 

EOLLOWING ITEM APPEARED IN AP PILE DATELINE MANILA 0841 GMT 
JULY 13. 

"THE U.S. EMBASSY HAS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT MOSLEM 
DISSIDENTS HAVE PLANS TO KIDNAP AN AMERICAN DIPLOMAT IN 
MINDANAO AS A PROTEST AGAINST THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT, 
HARRISON SHAPPER OP THE U.S. INPORMATION AGENCY SAID TUESDAY. 

"SHAFPER SAID HE WAS INPORMED OP THE POSSIBILITY OF THE 
THREAT BY U.S. EMBASSY SECURITY OPFICALS IN MANILA. 

"ANOTHER EMBASSY SOURCE SAID THE AMERICANS WERE ALERTED 
EOR A POSSIBLE INCIDENT TIMED EOR JULY 4, CELEBRATED HERE 
AS U.S.-PHILIPPINE PRIENDSHIP DAY. NOTHING HAPPENED. 

"SHAFPER, WHO SERVED IN WASHINGTON AND IN NIGERIA BEFORE 
COMING TO THE PHILIPPINES, IS THE ONLY AMERICAN AT A U.S. 
INPORMATION SERVICE REGIONAL OFPICE IN DAVAO CITY IN EASTERN 
MINDANAO, 600 MILES SOUTH OP MANILA. HE LIVES THERE WITH 
HIS WIFE, WHO IS A CELLIST. JAPAN AND INDONESIA HAVE CONSULAR 
OPFICES THERE. HE IS IN MANILA TO UNDERGO MINOR SURGERY, 
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"SHAFFER SAID THE EMBASSY SUGGESTED THAT HE REQUEST 
AUTHORITIES IN DAVAO TO SUPPLY HIM WITH A BODYGUARD." 

2. SHAFFER, WHO NOW AT CLARK AEB HOSIPITAL AWAITING MAJOR 
SURGERY, CONEIRMS MAKING REMARKS REPORTED IN STORY TO AP'S 
ZEITLIN, SUPPOSEDLY AS FRIEND TO FRIEND IN CONFIDENCE. 

3. PACIEIC STARS AND STRIPES ATTEMPTING KILL STORY IN PHILIPPINE 
EDITION, BUT TOO LATE FOR JAPAN/KOREA EDITION. ARMED FORCES 
RADIO WILL LIKEWISE NOT CARRY STORY IN PHILIPPINES. BEOIEVE IT 
UNLIKELY STORY WILL BE CARRIED PHILIPPINE PRESS BECAUSE OE POSSIBLE 
EFFECTS ON TOURISM TO DAVAO. 

4. BELIEVE IF QUERIED DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SHOULD STATE THAT 
OUR MISSIONS REGULARLY RECEIVE REPORTS PROM VARIETY OF SOURCES, 

SOME VAT ID AND SOME SPECIOUS, CONCERNING POSSIBLE DANGER TO 
LIFE OR SAFETY OP OPFICAL AMERICANS. AS MATTER OF 

COURSE, WE MUST TAKE ALL SUCH REPORTS SERIOUSLY UNTIL THEY 
ARE PROVED OTHERWISE AND ADVISE PERSONNEL APFECTED TO TAKE 
APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES. THAT WAS DONE IN THIS CASE. 

5. MISSION CURRENTLY RE-ASSESSING SITUATION IN DAVAO TO TRY 
ASCERTAIN POSSIBLE EFFECT OF PUBLICATION THIS INFORMATION ON 
SECURITY ENVIRONMENT AND WILL REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS SHOULD ABOVE 
ITEM BE PUBLISHED HERE. 

LEE 
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